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jf WASHINGTON, D. C.
SPEECH OF HON. SCHUVLER COLFAX,

k, OF INDIANA,
IS THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

March 20. 1858.

Mr. Colfax *u bo loriucate, in his rijforous
speech on ibe Kansas Question, as to present
s me views, quite original, and at the
biiuv iciuaiaauij pci viociii. » o v,auuvy% pitui
the whole speech, bot the opening and closing
portions we must find room for.
p vrallel with the great new jersey

Case.
I Mr. Chairman, when the gentleman from Mississippi[Mr Bakksdalk] was upon the tioor, a

little while ago, he put some interrogatories to

me. He wished to know whether, if Kansas come

here with a Constitution adopted bj her people
recognising Slavery, I would vote for her admissionunder that Constitution ? I tell him now,
emphatically, in advance of the speech which I
have prepared, that I would not. When the Missouricompromise, that time-honored compact,
was repealed, I declared then, and I maintain it
now, that by no Tote of mine shall that repeal
be carried out to what 1 feared was intended to
be its result; and, therefore, I would refuse to
admit Kansas as a slave State under any contingency.But all who oppose the ratification of
the Lecompton Constitution do not agree on this
point; and 1 pledge myself to the gentleman from
.Mi-rissippi, and other members from the South
upon this floor, that if I do not prove that there
an- sufficient reasons, apart from Slavery, to demandits rejection, that the Lecompton Constitutionis not republican in its form, that it does
not speak the voice nor the will of the people of
the Territory of Kansas, then I do not ask any
man, of any party, to join me in voting against it.

Nineteen years ago, the House of Representativeswas convulsed with an exciting question,
which threatened to prevent its organization,
which hazarded even the continuance of the
body itself, and which, affecting as it did the
political majority of this branch of the National
Councils, and thus deciding which party should
wield its power, baffled all attempts at its adjustment,until tbe strong mind of tbe "old man eloquent"brought it from chaos to order once more.
The incidents of that struggle must be fresh in
the minds of every Representative within the
sound of my voice ; for they were discussed at

every fireside throughout this broad land. Five
citizens of New Jersey presented themselves at
the bar of the House, with commissions certifyingtheir election as Representatives from that
State, signed by its Chief Magistrate, and attestedby tbe broad seal of the State itself, the symbolof its sovereignty. These commissions were

in the exact form required by iaw ; and the genItlementhus commissioned demanded that they
should be admitted to seats upon them during
the organization of the body, and till the proper
committee was appointed, before whom their
contestants could present their claims. No other
gentleman claimed to have legal commissions for
the seats on this floor belonging to New Jersey,
except one, whose right was uncontested; but
five other citizens presented certificates signed
by an inferior officer of State and by two county
cierks, asserting that the votes of two townships
had been omitted in the executive computation,
which, if included with the others, would have
entitled them to the commissions given to their
adversaries. To this it was replied, by the memberscommissioned according to law, that gross
frauds and irregularities existed in the returus of
these townships, justifying their exclusion, as

they would show at the proper time; but that,
meanwhile, they claimed the seats in this body
to which their legal credentials, the signature of
the Governor of their State, and its broad seal,
entitled them. Such is a fair abstract of the
points in controversy in the celebrated New Jerseycase. The application which I shall make of
them may already be apparent.

Then, a sovereign State, by a fulfilment of all
the formalities under which members are officiailvaccredited to this bodv. demanded, under
the signature of its highest functionary, who, by
law, had the right thus to speak for his State,
that certain citizens thereof should be received
to membership here. But the remaining membersof the American Congress persistently, and
to the end, despite the excitement which reigned
here for two long weeks, resolved that they
should not be admitted into their midst; but

!
. that, going behind these credentials, regular
though they were on their face, they would, at
all hazards, regardless of broad seals and gubernatorialsignatures, ascertain what was the actualwill of the people of New Jersey. And the
political majority of this body, with these claimantsexcluded, being adverse to their views, their
credentials, broad seal, executive signature, and
all, were finally thrown back into their faces, and
their uncertified contestants admitted in their
Stolid.

jV»ir, the scene has changed. A Constitution
is before us, not framed by the authority of an

enabling act, the last Congress having failed to
concur in the passage of oue.not ratified by the
people interested, at any election in which the
right to choose, the simple power of saying yes
or no, had been conceded.but framed by a Convention,elected under an imperfect, unfair, disfranchising,and therefore swindling, census and
registry, whose members represented, on an average,exactly thirty votes apiece.who needed
an army to protect them, while in session, from
the indignation of the people, whose organic law
they pretended to have been commissioned to
make.who themselves conceded all that I have
charged against them, by submitting the Constitutiononly to those who were willing to vote
for it, and to swear besides to support it; and
whose ill-shapen and illegitimate offspring was

repudiated as spurious by the overwhelming
majority of ten thousand, at a fair, open election,
authorized by the Governor and Legislature of
the Territory. And yet this fraudulent instrument,which no one here is hardy enough to
claim as the voice of the majority of the people
of the proposed State; which no more speaks
their will than does the Constitution of conquered
and enthralled France speak the will of the freemenof America: and which everv nne

elsewhere, knows full well is loathed and scorned
and repudiated by the people, who are to be
forced, with the bayonet, to live under it.this
instrument is pressed upon us for ratification, on
the technical ground that it emanated from a

body which was nominally a Convention, representingthe people of Kansas.that it has passed
the ordeal of a pretended, one-sided, submission; and that we have, therefore, no right to go
behind it, and inquire whether it is or is not the
will of the people of that distant Territory.

But, sir, I propose to hold up to these defendersof the Lecompton Constitution the empbAtic
utterances of the leaders, the very magnates, of
their party upon thi3 floor, during the discussion
of the celebrated New Jersey case, to which 1
bare referred: fjr, if it was right, if it was legal,
if it was constitutional, to look behind the regular
credentials of Representatives, and to decide,
before admitting them to seats, whether those
credentials actually spoke the voice of the people
interested, then are gentlemen on the other side
"estopped'' (to use that favorite term of the
Lecoraptouites) from arguing that, when an instrumentof such vital, far-reaching importance,
as a State Constitution, is before us for ratification,we may not also go behind even the fairest
face that it may wear on the outside, to see if it
is not a fraud and an outrage, a tyranny and a

wrong.
My quotations are from the eighth volume of

the Congressional Globe, session of 1839-'d0.
And, first, to all the gentlemen, from the Presidentdown, who tell us so complacently that the

Lecompton Convention was a legal body, that
their Constitution was a legal instrument, that
its formation has all been technically regular,
and that, therefore, we have no right to consider
the nearly unanimons protest against it by the
Territorial Legislature, and the overwhelming
repudiation of it by the people themselves, 1
quote the outspoken language of Aaron Vanderpool,then the leader of the Democratic delegationhere from the Empire State

' TUe-e (s<ud he) were l is views and answers to the
technics! point*.ibe mere questions of form.raised
here. u> preclude us tram looking at u.e real truth and jut
uce of the case " "lie implored the Hou-e
not to aeki owiedte so impofnl, or so mystifud bp
form at 1;> I. Liiniled to tubsianft. not to DronSUiia.e o the
warid that the potent Voice and Will of the people of a

torcrn^u State, cou-itiuiionally tipteiMj, could hrr»
be prarnealtyfrustrated and drowned, even tor a sea-on

\>v tkt pitiful, soutaking notes of form and ttehnieahty:''.
Congressional Gtpbe, p. 9, 1kR>.
That was the robuet language in which a Democraticchampion of that era spurned the argumentof "form and technicality," and sought

rather, as he declared in another part of hi?
speech, to ascertain what was 44 the right and
truth aud justice and conscience of the case.'

Nor was this all. After him stood Up the
champion of the Democratic delegation from
Ohio, who for years afterwards occupied a still
higher seat in the other end of this Capitol, and
who.now presides as the fixecutiveof the Golden
State. Said John B. Welier:

llxs object was to do full and ample justice to thc.=e
rri'-a and in Ute people of New Jersey aud he was not
lo t»- tied down by Jorms or stand upon technicalities. when
he saw a cross fraud practiced upon the rigtra ol a | to
pie of a tovere'gn Slate." " Whenever he >aw

an e lott made to disregard thr expressed trill of ihe p'rple,
x 1 .f in pie upon their roindilutionsl rights. he would be
beard in tbetr defence Yea, air, at long as Gcd gives me

»

~~~~...

* voice to (peek, that voice shall be heard i -\ naiitiittiv
lh* canst / an lutra^ed and insulUd people *.Ibid., p. 10

That voice, Mr. Chairman, is still spared to itfl

owner; and as it spoke so emphatically, when

merely a representation in a single Congress was

at issue, I shall look to bear the solemn pledge
which I have quoted most eloquently redeemed
when John B. Waller, from the Pacific coast,
lifts his voice in vindication of "the eanse of an

outraged and insulted people,' and condemns, in
the severe language which he so well knows
how to use, and will use if he is faithful to his
vow. the imposition of an odious Constitution
upon a protesting and indignant community.

Virginia, too, in that day, spoke in a different
tone from her Representatives -of 1868, but in
jtriking accordance with the fearless declarationsof her present Chief Magistrate. George
C. Dromgooln.and I need not state here what
rank he held among the statesmen of the Old
Dominion.uttered language which was both
truthful and prophetic. Listen to his words of
warning:

' If yau establish the principle that ibe credentials given
>y the State authorities, no matter now/rauauwru. nom

ttr how muck mi variance with the tsrili of the people ef the
State, as expressed in tbe aieeuoas. shaft outweigh the
popular voice, yea strike mi the existence of the tUetire
franchise, and destroy every principle that makes Democracyboth lovely and practicable .P»v SB.

And jet the successors of Dromgoole tell ua

that we cannot go behind the official certificate
of John Calhoun, to ascertain whether tbe instruraenthe bears is or is not u at variance with the
will of tbe people." To them comes the stern
condemnation from their eloquent predecessor,
who, though dead, yet ape&keth.u You strike at
the existence of the elective franchise, and destroyevery principle that makes Democracy both
lovely and practicable."
Time will not permit more copious quotations,

but 1 must call yet another witness upon the
stand, who " still lives " in his own State of South
Carolina. I allude to Francis W. Pickens, to
whom the President not long since tendered one

of his most important foreign missions, and who
should therefore be good authority at tbe White
House, as well as with bis successors here. Mr.
Pickens thus spoke in the same debate, says tbe
Globe:
" lie a*»rrted the power of the House l«take what course

it thought proper. It in itht past by the great teal of the
Stat' if New Jersey at intufaeunl evidence, and it wai accountableto nobody but it* own constituent*.".Payc lb

And it cannot be denied that our obligation to
admit Representatives here is more imperative .

than to admit new States. We must do the '

former; but the Constitution declares that we

mat/ do the latter; and if we may, we certainly
also may not. A rightful Representative we are

bound to admit without compromise or Btipula- 4

tion. Even a legal State we may admit or reject,
as we see proper; and if we admit, can do it with
or without conditions.

I>... .1 : e »v-
JL»UL UIC nftiuiwg VI mis ruiiucui »

Democrat was still more impressive than Mr.
Dromgoole'a. Let it ring in the ears of those
who now spurn the will of the majority, for its
truthfulness has lost nothing by age:

' He called/' says the Congrtstional Globe. "upon gentlemen10 bewark how they tet at defiance the will of the
people when clearly expressed. He did not desire to preach
revolutions y docuine, liut be was ready to declare a great
truth, that history would hear bin oat in, which wtt, thai
t'e thunder of Heaven might sometitnes be heard to roll
in the indignant murmurs of an outraged bat feu people."'

" When the people eotne to decide upon that
question, they will tear off and trample in the dust the terJt- 4

nicalities ofspecial county courtpleading, which are thrown
around u» here for party purposes oro'herwisty"'.Page 13

I cannot dismiss this retrospect of what used
to be Democratic argument in the olden time, '

without quoting an extract from one of the editorialsof the Lecompton organ here, the Wash- w

ington Union, but a fortnight since, and the em-

phatic and truthful reply to it from the lips of
one of the Democratic champions of the debate
of 1839. Says the Union, in an article showing ,

the perfect indifference it exhibited to what was
the desire of the majority of the people of Kan- ,

sas :
" We do not care whether the people like or dislike the Constitution.Wet are unwillinr to lake any more testimony.

The rase has been closed ; the judgment entered up; and
the execution is now in the hands of the officers."

Said John B. Weller, in the famous New Jerseydebate, prophetically and justly characterizingsuch sentiments as these:
"They [his opponents] had always practiced upon the

principle of the incapacity of the people to govern them- *

*<-\ye».:hu the minority should rule That was THE CORNERSTONEOV KkDKBM-ISM Fage 10

How appropriately, too, does the language of
Governer Weller reply to the bold avowal of a

champion of the Lecompton Constitution in the
other branch of Congress, [Mr. Hammond, of
South Carolina,] who in that famous speech of ^
his justified " the rule of the minority,'1 as follows:
" If this was a minority Constitution,!do not know that

ttiat would be an objection to it. Constitutions are made
t',»r minorities. Perhips nin*ri(fo ni(h to have tke ri^ht
to muk' Constitutions, lor they are administered by majorities."

[lie iheu proceeds to various Other parts of
the argument, and at last reaches the question,
is the Lecomptou Constitution republican in
form ?]

IS IT RKPUBLICAN?
The next question which confronts us in the

discussion ot this question is, whether the Constitutionis "republican in form." The report of
the Senate's Committee on Territories, on page
10, after discussing the Slavery clause, says :

"No real or valid exception can be taken to any other
pnrl ot the Constitution. Oil thu subject, President
Buchanan has well said, in his message:. 4 In fact, the general provisions of our reeent State
Constitutions, after an experience of eieti'y years, are
so similar and so excellent, thai it woufil be difficult to gofar wrong at the present day in framing anew Constitution.'"

Yes, Mr. Buchanan; but if there is one provisionmore than another, in our recent State
Constitutions, in which there has beeft a universalconcurrence of sentiment, it has been in their
submission to the people. All parties, all sections,all States, have agreed upon this " ex- ,

cellent" provision. Though in the earner daysof the Republic, when the public sentiment was
unequivocal, State Constitutions were allowed to
go into operation by general consent and universalacquiescence, yet, for over twenty years,
no Constitution has gone into operation, in any
new State or old, without having been submit*tedto the ordeal of a popular ratification or rejection.This forms the only exception, during
the present generation; and the following reason,very frankly given by the President, on page
1 of his Lecompton message, does not strike me
as either "excellent" or trulv Democratic
" llid lb wMi Lecompton Con«litution been submittedl<> the people, the adherents of this iToprka] orcani/atiouwould doubtless have voted against it."

Cut, sir, besides the fact that the Constitution
is not really republican, because it does not representthe actual and well-known will of the
people, I dissent from the Senatorial report, in
its assumption that " no real or valid exceptioncan he taken to any other part of the Constitution,"besides its provisions in favor of perpetualand irrejiealable Slavery.And first, the Constitution flatly contradictsitself on a most essential point. In section one,of article seven, it is declared thqft " the right of
property is before and higher than any constitutionalsanction ".a new higher law.while sectiontwo, article twelve, authorizes even a soullesscorporation to take and pay for privateproperty, even against the consent of the owner,if a jury, which is usually rather inferior in power10 a Constitution, only consents.
And secondly, these sagacious Constitutionmakers,in their deep interest for the people,enact, in section five of article twelve, that no

bank bill shall go into force unless it is submittedto a vote of the people, after its passage bythe Legislature, and shall be approved by a majorityof the electors voting at such elections,while they themselves refuse to submit their own
work, binding up though it does all the institu-
uuuf, iLit* lfgisi&uon, ana me interests of the
people, to this test, which they command here.ifter,on a single question. Such gross and
shameless inconsistency cannot receive the sanctionof my vote. To be consistent with their
idea of a "fair submission," they should have
provided that the Legislature should order a vote
u for banks with branches," and "for banks withoutbranches," and exclude all votes of anti-bank
men by requiring the voters to swear fealty to
the banks before they could be allowed to-choose
between the two.
And thirdly, a single word in this Constitution

indicates the animus of its framers. The Constitutionof the United States allows the writ of
habeas corpus to be suspended only " in cases of
rebellion or invasion:" but the Kansas Constitution(section fourteen, bill of rights) authorizes
it to be suspended " in cases of rebellion, insurrection,or invasion." The unconstitutional additionof that single word, " ixscrrkctiox," so
capable of latitudinous construction, becomes
doubly significant when we remember what these i
same men have considered "insurrections" duringthe past four years. And section twelve
allows them also to dispense with grand juries
or impeachments, even in capital or infamous
offences, " in cases of rebellion, insurrection, or
invasion.' With the habeas corpus, indictments, |
and impeachments, all brushed aside, they can
indeed be " a law unto themselves," and become
the irresponsible and unrestricted Robespierre?
of the State.
And fourthly, in full view of the fact that, beforethe Constitution was framed, or even fairly

commenced, the people, by a vote six tcnes
greater than that by which the delegates «»d
been chosen, had elected a Legislature, which,
by the act of Congress, approved by the Pi-*id'ent,had been clothed with full power of l^*ieI*

V

iTHE

IVIATIO
lation on all rightful subjects, they a< tempted to
legislate through their Constitution, j en before
its ratification by Congress, and to U ammel and
restrict the legal power and authorit of a legislativebody, whose commissions spr, ng from as

high an authority, at least, as theirv They declare,in section two of the schedi fe, that all
laws then in force shall continue full force
until the State Legislature, to be el ,cted tinder
the Constitution, should assemble. 3uch arro-

gance is in fit unison with the coi ^net of the
m/.WIam man irKft fn> tliifl t*l tmHIMt

open, undisguised contempt of»tbe k /iwd will of
Kansas, and who ask us to force ^ down the
Jtbroats of the people they seek to )^>ish by its
adoption. But there is an object inHbis, and it
was to prevent the repeal or amendment of that
atrocious code which for years thig, usurpationhad been vainly striving to enforce the people
of Kansas. Some of it* features 11 jote from a

speech 1 bad thj honor of delivering .during the
last Congress ; and those who vote V f ratify this
rejected Constitution, give their will »g suffrages
to also maintain and uphold those, laws which
the Constitution so jealously pre erves from
amendment or repeal:
" I will now invtie your Attention tot , iiiUrast in the

penal code of this Territory, singular in it-»charaeter, <o
>»y the very leant Section five of the »et punishing
denee* agninst slave property, page 604, gnacts at folows:

' If any person thai! aid or assist in enticing, deroyirr,
or prrsttam-ig, or carrying awa», or *K out of thir
^Territory, a:iy slav* liekuiging to another, with intent to

procure or en ct the freedorn of such slave pt with intr nt
to deprive thcowner'iherewfnf 'he servicegtyf such slave,
pe shall be adjudged guilty of grand lar-eny. and, on
conviction thereof. shaU tujfcr death.ot barvasprisoned at
hard lattor for not less thapten years ' f

11 A person who. by a Pr*-Slavery packet, jury, la con
victed of aiding in persuading ritt of iheTer.nory a slave
jiclongtug to another, is to .ul!<\r at leaat IV " « severe a

penally as he who is convsfW<fJ,'of commitijry! 'he vilest
outrage that the mind of man eon conceive ofon the personof your wile, vister, or daughter! Na^, the oontraat

still stronger. The jury, in the first intojice, are authorizedeven to inflict the punishment of .in the later,see page 2tN. the penahg is4 not less than five years.'
duch is tl a contrast in Kacsg* between the. protecticn cf
t wife's or daughter's hhitor aifd happigefs, and that
vhich is thrown as a protecting tcgis ovez tlie proper.y

the slaveholder ! *

"Agam, on page tiOS, yog wi.j find that the ruffian who
commits malicious mayhem, that is, without provocation,
knocks you down inthestroai. cuts off your *oae and ears,
-ind plucks out your eyes, is punished not less than five
tcr more than ten years j' the same degree of punishmeut
hat is n.et, d out tit sect on seven of the above act, page

.06. on a person who should aid. or assist, at even harbor,'an escaped slave!
On page ! '!>. you will find that the man who si s at

^onr bedside when you are prostrated^y disease, and,
(pkiiig advantage of your confidence and helplessness,
administer* pouara to you, hut whereby death does not
happen to ensue, is to be punished ' not less than five nor
'more than ten years,' tl ough it is murder in 'he heart, if
tot thwsleed. And this is precisely the bum penalty as
'tin pr^cribed l>y the clevt-nth section Icuotrd in my re^tiurk»above on tie five vjola'ion* of the ConMitutiou)
igaimt one who buf bring* intf*<he TeWitory any book,
paper, or handbill, containing <»)'' sentiment' ' ealcultr/:in the eyes of a Pro»gla*ery jury, to make slave*
disorderly.' The man wTo takes into the Territory JefetMHi'iNotes on Virginia ' can he, under this law, hurriedaway to die chnin-gunr, and manacled, arm to arm,
with the murderous poisoner

' On pa*-- at 0. the kutnapjune mdconfiiirtfitnl ol~ a free
I'biie person, for any purp sr. even, if a matt, to sell him
-nto slavery, or, if a woman, for a still leaser purpose, is
o he punished not exceeding ten year*.' XVeoytng and
tUtcing away a child under twe ve year* of age from i>*
agents,' not less than six month* and rot exceeding five

year*.' But dteoyintr and enticing (innrk tjpe similarity
kf the language!) a slave from hie master i* punished hy
tenth. or confinement not less than teu years. Here is
he section, page COI: < «

"'Sbt 4 If any person shall entire, defy or carry
iway out of this Territory, any slave belonging to another,with intent to deprive the ownerthereof the services

-jif such slave, er with intent to effect or procure the
reedom of such slave, he shall be adjudged guilty of
rand larceny, and, on conviction thereof, shall surfer ,

rath, or be imprisoned at hard labor for no; less than ten
ntdrt.' "

And .tif'ftly, this Constitution, set tion three,
* rticle ten, expressly empowers the legislature,
resides poll taxes, income taxes, a ,d uniform
fixation on property of all kinds, to -levy addi-ionaltaxes on " all persons pnrsuin any oecu<ation,trade, or profession." Under t^js, the genietnanor the sluggard, who is too'wealthy or

£o lazy to work, is to he exempt fr^'jn this tax
>n industry, while the mechanic, tbcteborer, the
nanufacturer.in a word, the m«4 who earn
their living by the sweat of their bjfrw.are to
ay a tax for so doing, over and above all the
uher taxes which they share in common with
heir fellow-citizens of every degrejj. Before I

^vill vote to ratify or etrdorse so slfa-iicless and
-nsulting a discrimination against thajfree laborersand working men of Kansas, ftiy t jngue shall
oalsy in my mouth. Let gentllmen mi the other
tide, who insist that we cannot look behind the
Constitution to see how it was formed or adopted,
hut their eves, if they can, to this ^republican
provision which stares on them from^jts face.
nur 13 in is an. iuc utcompion u-^tegaieB appearedas anxious to rob the Uniti'l States of

their lands in the Territory as they bpd the peopleof Kansas of their rights. An» they have
sent us an ordinance declaring thf , to- induce
the new State to yield the right sltV claims of
taxing the unsold Government lands within her
borders, four sections out of eac^ township,
instead of the usual number of ore, must be
given her for schools; all^the salt, , old, silver,
and lead mines ; seventy-two section t for a college; and an enormous railroad gran Resides, of
alternate sections of land, for a breadth of
twenty-four miles wide, through tl ? Territory
from east to west, and another cthe same
extent from north to south. It is yell known
that this wholesale "land-grab" w«gld kill the
Lecorapton Constitution tn Congres^ if coupled
with it here; and hence the Preside »t has sent
it to us in a separate form from the r, ain body of
the Constitution itself; and the Striate report
says:
"The committer do not approve the ordi.sinee accompyingthe Constitution, and report again*! * allowance

tut they do not regard it a) and part of th fComtilution,
nor will ila approval or disapproval by 0 pigre?* affect
the validity of lhal Constitution- if" Hie Sta. t be admitted
into the Union as recommended." ,

The friends of this Lecf-mpton fj->ud cannot,however, rid themselves of this undei Table handiworkof the usurpers. I Bhall prt re that it is
part and parcel of the Constitution inseparable
from it, and will be ratified fully an. t unequivocallyif the State is admitted. For-< .

1. It is part of the p/offdr made b^ the framers
of the Lecompton Constitution, on* which they
agree to come into the I'nion.

2. It was framed by a nody whose mly authoritywas to prepare a Constitution.
But still higher and more indispu vble authorityis the positive testimony of the r ilof

vv..0|,u
ator,their own witness, Jobn«Ca joun, Presidentof the Convention and bearer ?f the Constitution,whose official certificate , hey are, bytheir own argument, "estopped" fotn lookingbehind. I quote this certificate, at *ched to the

ordinance, from page 48, Senate rej jrtr
' The within is a true ami perfect copy .f tbr ordinanreadopted by the OoiiBtitutioiial Convention ^Mid bvbmittxp

AS PART OP Til* CoNSTITimoK BY THK Co. /UTTIHS Whichassembled at Lccoiupton ou the Sth day o September, A.D.1857. "J Ci .HOUN,
" President Constitute )al Convention." Lscomitos, Kansas Territory, January 14, 1S5P.''

" Submitted as parf of tht Const \Uion by the
Convention." Gentlemen, can you escape that?
Your Senate committee, in the teel of this, and
to avoid Saddling this extra weigh\ pn your consciences,may say, "they do not re ard it as any
part of the Constitution." But ti j LecomptonConvention declares that it is. Its 'resident and
mouthpiece certifies most unequii cally that it
is. Nay, more: he says it was pa s of the Constitutionwhich was remitted by tl Convention.
It has been ratified by the people, ^ierefore, exactlyas much as any other par( %* It is of as
much validity as any other sect;an or article.
You cannot, you say, vary in the s-djhtest degreefrom the action of the Conventior

.
not even to

consult the popular \rill, not eveq 40 adopt the
Constitution, subject to its satisfy ^ory ratificationhereafter. Then you cannot >«ry their profferto you. You can lot accept px&of the Constitution,and reject part. The ordifc, nee is declared.in an official certificate of the P| sident of the
Convention which flamed it, to ht "part of the
Constitution and >ou will be cot ,pelled, therefore,whqn yon strife down the rights of the
people of Kansas, to. strike, at the same time, aheavy blow at the r ghts and in^ pests of yourconstituents there, »id to sanctit 1 a land-theft
that, uncoupled frol t this model "Constitution,would not command ive votes in 1 jis body.I have not time to notice ot^er provisionsequally objectionabi, , nt whi< behave been al-
reaay wiaely crittcu ed and cond mined; and I
must hasten to anotb sr branch of he discussion.
The report of the aajority of t) * select committeeof this Hous* us publishi j by Mr. Stephens,of Georgia, i isists that a., further enablingact was necess try to authovfre the formationof a State Cot stitulion tht- the originalKansas-Nebraska la: itself. In order not to do

him injustice, I quot» hia exact language :
"AnoiheT objection q the tamt cla.-sia, that no enablingaei was passtd I > Congte**; ®..irt other word*,that the Legislature of did 11 * nave the legalright to eat* the OtfGvrtt on that fortm-^ibe Constitution.T»»i* objeauou u etjuall, uuteuahle t>o« *ou principle andauthority. The power to call a Contention to form aState Constitution t* t early wi'-hn. #,« righlfai subjeea' of legislation grat ,ed i» the organ ,c act "

Others in debate,} j both brand ja of Congress,
have deduced the ai rnment that® Congressional
enabling act was t; jncfl^sstfry, ; ecause of the
following language in hnotter 'section of the
Kansas-Nebraska bi |: ><

" And when admitted is a fltate or P; lea, the said Ter
Titery, or any portion a, the t ame. ahai be received nit®
the Union with or wiihi ut Silvery, as heir Constitu'ion
may prescribe at the t me of lh> ir at, inston.". United
Stales Laves, vol. 10, p. I &.

But these gentlen tn, perhaps, )rget that preciselythe same argi ment would, iutborize Utak
to demand admissio without at* previous enablingact. The lan jiage of her nrganic act, on
this point, is exactl) the same as hat of Kansas,and I copy it here u prove the ft t:

a

'ft
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" And, whea admitted as a State, the sgid Territory, or t

any portion of the same, shall be received inttf the Untoa y
with or without Slavery, as tbair Constitution may prescribeat the time of their admisaioa.".United State* r

Laves, vol. 8, p. 453. C

Bat I prefer to meet the gentleman from Georgiaon hi* own ground, where he finds the power, c

as above quoted from bit report, in the follow- '

ing section of the organic act:
" Sac 94. That the legislative power of the Territory c

shall extend to all rightful subjects of legislation, con- >
si stent with the Cons,notion of the United states and the r

provisions of this act.". Untied Statu Laws, vol. 10, p. 3t5 S

Passing over the question whether the over- 1
throw of the Territorial Government established '

by Congress is a " rightful subject of legisla- *

tion, consistent with the provisions of this act V F
which established it, I reply to the gentleman '

from Georgia, that Utah has precisely the same Jauthority, in the following section of her organic
act: 8

,
c

" Sac. 6. The legislative power of the Territory shall
extend to all rightful subjects of legislation, consistent
with the Constitution of the United Slates and the pro- J
visions of this set.".United States Laws, vol. 9, p. 454. t

Do the gentleman from Georgia, and the other 1

prominent champions or the Administration, dare c

to stand bj their own argument, when applied to £
the Territory of Utah ? Will they maintain, ®

while asking us for appropriations for the army
which is to assist in sustaining and upholding 1

the new Territorial officers there, that the whole
Territorial Government itself can be superseded a

or trammelled by the spontaneous formation of a 8

State Constitution in Utah, and the Lecompton- £
like election, before even the instrument itself is [submitted to our inspection, of a Governor, State '!

officers, Judiciary, and Legislature? And yet, F
the language of the two acts being identical on 11

the very point where he finds the authority for 8

Kansas, he must acknowledge its fallacy, or con- 1

cede a license to Utah utterly destructive of the ?
national authority in that rebellious Territory. 11

I leave the gentleman from Georgia to select j
whichever horn of this dilemma he chooses, and ^ask attention to the two following extracts from

pthe speeches of distinguished advocates of Lecpmptonupon this floor. ®

The gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Lamab,] ,j
in his speech on the 18th of January, lays down tl
the following proposition : n
" The peop'e act in their sovereign capacity when il

they elect delegate! ; and the delegates thus elected and n
convened are. for all practical purposes, identical with
the people. Sir, I take higher grounds. I bold that the
highest embodiment of sovereignty, the most imposing
Colitical assemblage known to our Couatituuon and laws.

a convention of the people legally assembled, not en

masse.for such an assemblage is unknown in our representativesystem.but by their delegates, legally elee ted
When such a body, with no declared limitation upon
their powers, are deputed to form a Constitution, and
they execute their trust, the Constitution, tp.io facto becomesthe supreme law of the land, unquestionable and unchangeableby any power on earth, save that which or- T
darned it." * *
" It [Kansai] U no longer a Territory these United

States. She ha* by your own authority and permission,
thrown off the habiliments of Territorini dependence, and
stands now a State, clothed wuh all the atuibuies and
powers of a State, and asks admission as an equal in this
noble Confederation of sovereignties You may reject 0
her application, if you will; but it will be at your own b
peril. To remand her to her Territorial condition you ran .1

not, any more than you can roll back to their h'dden 1

sources the waters of the Mississippi. Kansas is a srpa II
rate, organized, living State, with all the nerves and arie- r(
ries of life in full development and vigorous activity
Between your laws and her people she can interpose the g
broad aud radiant shield of State sovereignty, and may g
laugh to scorn your enabling acts."

q
The gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Shorter,] v

just a month later, declared himself also as fol- c
lows; 0

" When the Kansas and Nebraska bill was passed,this doctrine of the right of the people in the Territory to c
establish a slave or a free State, ano he admitted in!o
the Union free from all Congressional interference, was S
adopted as a fundamental priuciple. That bill declates (J
that Kansas, as well as Nebraska, has the right of adtnissioninto the Union as a sovereign State, with or without H
Slavery, according to the legaliy-ex pressed will of ihe
majority of her people. Kansas to-day presents herself t.

at the doors of this Hall with her Constitution, and demandsadmission into the Union." 000e
" If the organic act establishing a Territorial Govern- g

ment for Kansas was, as I contend, an enabliiig act. then <

she is to-day a sovereign, independent Slate, and the Feder- ,J
al Territoried officers should be instantly withdrawn. She is t

free, independent, sovereign Slate, outside 01 the Union, »

and by the cousenl of Congress." t
These, air, are bold sentiments, daringly ex- n

pressed. But when you apply to them the ^
touchstone of Utah, their monstrous character,
their fatal results, are plainly exhibited to all
men. Even their authors themselves would
shrink from carrying them out. No more danger- *

ous blow eould be wielded at the authority of £the Federal Government in our Territories than
this. Endorse them by your ratification of the £Lecompton Constitution, for which they are the
chief argument, and you, gentlemen of the op- '

posite side of the House, will be responsible for c

the consequences in the other Territory which c

you are striving to force back to its allegiance. S
In the path that these gentlemen have marked e
out for him, Brigliam Young can walk, and a
doubtless will. With precisely the same ena- t
bling act that Kansas has, a vote of the people v
could be at once taken on the propriety of form- r

ing a State Constitution ; an election of delegates t
to a Constitutional Convention ordered by a 0
unanimous vote of the Kansas Legislature, even (
over the Governor's veto, as the Lecompton act j(
itselt was; a constitution irarned, tair ana re- j
publican on its face; the whole completed within

r
a very few months; and if Congress rejected it, (
the rulers of Utah could tell you, in the language
of Mr. Lamar, that they are "no longer a Territoryof the United States ; " that " you cannot re- J
mand them to their Territorial condition ;" that J.
" between your laws and her people she will in- ^

terpose the broad and radiant shield of State t

sovereignty;" and, in the language of Mr. 0

Suortkr, she could declare herself " a sovereign, r

independent State," and could demand that" the t
Federal Territorial officers should be instantly t
withdrawn." t
Do you say in reply, gentlemen on the other o

side, that these are speeches of only two mem- a
bers of your party, and do not bind the whole? r
I will give you, in addition, the even weightier t
declarations of the authorized exponents of your y
party, the organs of the Senate and House com- a
mittees on this subject, to show you to what (
arguments even your champions are compelled, r
in their attempts to vindicate this Lecompton y
Constitution.
The Senatorial Committee on Territories close

their report with the following summing up of
their argument:
" In conclusion, this committee is of opinion, that when

a Constitution ofa newly-formed State, created out of our S
own territory, is presented to Congress for admission into f;
the Union, It is no part of the duty or privilege of Coiictcs* ,

either to approve or disapprove the Constitution i'seif, and
its various pravitions, or any of them, but simply to see 3
whether it be the legal Constitution of the new State; J
whether it be republican inform; whether the boundaries
proposed be admissible; and whether the number of in-
habitants be sufficient to justify independent State or^ani- t
rations." ^
And the gentleman from Georgia, in his report a

from the select committee of this body, also de- j
clares:

" When a new State presents a Constitution for admission,Congress has no more power to inquire into Uie ®

manner of its adoption than the matter of its subsianee. t
The matter eannol be inquired into further than to see (]
that it is republican inform; and the uiode and manner
of its adopuon cannot be inquired into only so f.r as to t
ire that it haa been formed in such a way as the people a
have legally establishedfor themselves"'

To such extraordinary positions do the neces- t
sities of this extraordinary case unwittingly hur- j
"Ty its ablest defenders. We, on the contrary, ^
who do not believe that Congress is sp powerless, c
so bereft of legislative discretion, so tongue-tied, ethat it has not even "the privilege" of saying
" no," when a State asks for admission, would
meet the application of Utah, did she come here r

with a Constitution republican in form, with s

proper boundaries and sufficient people, as we
meet this Lecompton frand.by the declaration c

that, in the exercise of our power and authority, v
we decline admitting you into the partnership of I
States, and remand you, for reasons good and jsufficient to ourselves, to your Territorial con- f
dufcton. \ on, gentlemen, however, will be "estop- t
ped" by the doctrines you have deliberately f
endorsed; and having ratified the humiliating t
declaration of the Senate's report, that it is jneither your duty, nor even your " privilege," to jlook behind a Constitution fair on its face, eveD rif you know it to be a " whited senulchre." vou .

-*r 1twill have to welcome Utah into the Confederacy,
as the first frails of your Lecomptou doctrine of

(1858, with Brigham Young and Heber C. Kim- ^ball in your National Senate, to assist you in applyingit to still other Territories of this Union.
Imagine, sir, George Washington sitt'ng in the

White House; that noble patriot, whose whole
career is a brilliant illustration of honor and pu- !

rity in high places; and who doubts that if such 1
a Constitution as this had been submitted to him (
for his sanction, he would have spurned from his |
door with contempt and scorn the messenger who I
bore it ? Or, ask yourself what would have been <
the indignant answer of Thomas Jefferson, whoproclaimed, as the battle-cry of the Revolution,that great truth enshrined in the Declaration
which has made his name immortal, and which |scattered to the winds the sophistries and tech-
nicalities of the royalists of our land, that " all
Governments derive their just powers from the
consent of the governed;" not the implied con-
sent of enforced submission, but the actual, undeniable,unquestioned consent of the freemen
who are to bear its burdens and enjoy its blessings.It a messenger had dared to enter the
portals of the White House when that sternold man of iron will, Andrew Jackson, of Tennessee,lived within it, and ask him to give his
endorsement and approval, the sanction of his
personal character and official influence, to a
Constitution reeking with fraud, which its framerswere seeking to enforce on a people who
protested and denounced and loathed and repudiatedit, and to go down to history at its volnn-
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ary advocate and champion, that messenger, I
rill warrant, would hare remembered the torentof rebuke with which he would hare been
irerwhelmed, till the latest hour of his life.

I Dura gladly, joyfully, from the consideration
»f the extraordinary arguments to which I bare
dluded, to a brighter, happier picture, if you will
inly allow it to be painted. The President comilainsthat he is tired of Kansas troubles, and
lesires peace. How easy is it to be obtained? ,

iot by forcing, with despotic power and hireling
oldiery, a Constitution, hated and spurned by the
>eoble. nnon a TVrritnrv that will rise in arms

igainst it; not by surrendering the power and
mthority of an infant State into the bands of a

(itiful minority of its citizens, who, by oppressvelawB, and persistently fraudulent elections,
iav« continued to wield the power which ashameessusurpation originally gave them; but by
imply asking the people of Kansas, under your
>wn authority, if you insist on rejecting the vote
inthorized by their Legislature, the simple and
ret essential question, " Do yon desire Congress
o ratify the Lecompton Constitution, or the
lew Constitution now being framed ?" How
asy is the pathway to peace, when Justice is the
;uide! How rugged and devious the pathway
>f error, when Wrong lights the road of her folowerswith her lurid torch, I have endeavored
o show.
The people of Kansas, through every possible

.venue which has not been closed by their enlavers,havo remonstrated to you against this
;reat wickedness. By ten thousand majority at
he polls, by the unanimous protest of their Legalature,by public meetings, by their newspaierpress, and by the voice of their Delegate
ipon this floor, overwhelmingly elected less than
ix months past, they ask you to repudiate this
raud.. Dragged here, bound hand and foot by
Government office-holder; who, besides drawnghis pa}r as Surveyor General, acts also as

'resident of the Lecompton Convention; who
ecomes, by its insolent discarding of all your
'erritorial officers, as well as the people's, tbe
ecipient of all the returns, fraudulent as well as

enuine, and the canvasser of the votes.she apealsto you to release her from the grasp of this
espot and dictator, and to let her go free. In
he language of an eloquent and gifted orator of
iy own State, I say, " When she comes to us, let
t be as a willing bride, and not as a fettered and
lanacled slave."

THE BIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE OF XJLH8A8.

SPEECH OF HONTPRESTON KING,
Of Hew York,

lu the Senate of the United States, March 16th, 1&5-C
o*»

HE FRAUDS, USURPATION, AND PURPOSE, IN
WHICH THE SLAVE CONSTITUTION OF THE
LECOMPTON CONVENTION HAD ITS ORIGIN. .

Mr. KING. Mr. President, before the Revlution,charters were granted to the colonies
y the Crown. Since then, up to this time,
lie people of the States of the Union have
tade their Constitutions for themselves. Now,
:>r the first time since the Continental Conressdeclared the colonies free and independntStates, the question is raised of the right
f the people to adopt or reject the Constitution
ehich is to create them a State qualified to
oine into the Union, one of the equal States
f our Confederacy.
Kansas, brought to the door of the Senate

)T the purpose of having the Lecompton conlitutionimposed upon her people by the auhorityof an act of Congress, presents that
lUestion to us.

Benjamin Franklin, contemplating his counrywhen her independence had been acknowldgedand the Republic was established, is
aid to have expressed the wish that he might
>e permitted to look upon this country after
he lapse of a hundred years. If the shade of
hat venerable man could appear here, and listen
o these debates upon the proposition to add a
iew State from beyond the Mississippi to the
Jnion, he would hear from the Government
ido calls for more troops, and arguments to
how the necessity of an increase of the standing
rmy; he would hear that the people of the
Itate proposed to be added to the Union are a
actious people; that they claim the right to
ote on the adoption of their Constitution ; to
lave the charter that defines their rights and >

heir form of government submitted by the
(invention that made it to themselves, and to
xpress their opinion of it; that in this new

flip rwinln qta linwillintF frt Vinxro clavuru
I f- -- (3 v~J

stablished as one of their institutions; that,
Ithough the President declares the constituionprepared for them by the Lecompton conentionto bo a good one, they contumaciously
cply that it is not their constitution; that
hey comp'ain of fraud and corruption in the
ifticials appointed and sustained by the central
Jovernnient; that they refuse to pay the taxes
evied by the Legislature, alleging that they
iad no voice in its election, and were not repcsentedin it; that they agitate and annoy the
Government and disturb the quiet of the counryby their turbulent and disorderly conduct;
hat they remonstrate against stuffed ballotloxes,spurious votes, forged certificates, and
alse returns at their elections, and demand of
he Government investigation and punishment
f these offences; that they insist upon the
ight to decide for themselves the character of
heir State institutions, and refuse to accept
he constitution which the Government offers
o them; that they complain of the intrusion
f regular troops belonging to the standing
,rmy of the Federal Government sent to
nnintain law and order in their Territory;
hat they are seditious; that they are rebels;
hat thev have been permitted to occupy the
ttcntion of the Government and the country
oo long; that they must have a local governncntinstituted over them by Congress, and
>e subdued by the army. He would hear
ome uncertain and mystical suggestions that
he people of the State, when reduced to order,
night possibly, at some future time, be allowdto alter their obnoxious constitution in
ome legal manner. I think, after listening so

ar, Franklin would inquire, "is this the
American Congress, and have you established
consolidated Government? Or is this the

Iritish Parliament, and have the United States
teen reunited to the Crown ?" Upon being told
hat this is one of the Chambers of the AraerianCongress, that the United States are still
,n independent nation, and that the words of
he Federal constitution remain unchanged,
le would say, " then these honorable gentleaen,who occupy the scats of legislators here,
iavc not inherited the republicanism of my
lay and generation; this is not the Democracy
hat thundered at Bunker Hill, at Saratoga,
ind at Yorktown, and rang out their battle:ryof liberty and independence through all
he colonics, until the royal charters were abolshed.and the right of the people to institute
heir forms of government and to make their
institutions for themselves was acknowlidged."
Mr. President, the convention held at Leomptonframed a State constitution for Kanas,and refused to submit it to the people.
The convention submitted a single provision

»F the constitution to the people.the question
rhether slaves might hereafter be imported or

jrought. into the State; and required, as a

>reliminary to the right of any elector to vote
or or against this single partial provision on

he subject of slavery, that he should first vote
or the obnoxious constitution, which conaincd,separate and distinct from the provisonsubmitted, an article perpetuating slavery
n the State of Kansas in the persons of those
»ow held as slaves in tho Territory, and in
heir posterity, forever.
A very large majority of the people were

>pposed to the obnoxious constitution, and reusedto vote for it. Without voting for the
;onstitution, no elector could vote for or against
he single provision submitted.

It is notorious that the Lecompton convenionknew the constitution it framed was repugnantto the sentiments, the opinions, and
he consciences of a large majority of the people;that they condemned the instrument and
the institution of slavery which it proposed to
istablish and perpetuate among them.

It is known to every Senator and to every
Representative in Congress that a very large
inajority^>f all the qualified voters in Kansas
have expressed their opinion against the I»e*
compton constitution at an election held under
the authority of an act of their Territorial
Legislature on the 4th day of January last,
when the constitution was submitted, and the
people rejected it by their votes.
This is the case of Kansas, as presented to

the Senate by the majority of the Committtee
on Territories in their report and bill, which
assumed that the first Territorial Legislature
in Kansas was fairly and legally elected by the
people, and organized, and that the Lecompton
convention was fairly elected by the people in
pursuance of the law of their Territorial Legislature.

In the case thus made by the minority of
the committee, the fundamental question of

8, 1858.
the right of the people of a Territory to adopt w

for themselves the 'constitution which creates q
them a State, preparatory to admission into the ri

Union, is presented. The sovereign right of t<
the people is denied, and the sovereign right p
of a convention of delegates affirmed. The ii
question raised in t'ne case of Kansas is not a v

question for Kansas alone. It is for every r

Territory hereafter to be organized, and for v

every State hereafter to be admitted into
the Union, as well as for Kansas. It is a a

question of constitutional and political right of j
tlu fimaonitnita Tnrlmvi if is the nui'jstinn .

of the inherent sovereignty ofthe people, vital
to the people inhabiting the territory now belongingto the United States, and to all which
may hereafter be acquired or come within our

ever-expanding borders.
It is no less vital to the people of every

State now in the Union, because it ii the questionwhere sovereignty resides, whether in representativesand representative bodies, in the
Federal Government, or in the people. Our
existence as a republican Government rests
upon the principle involved in this question.
When the sovereignty of the people is subvertedor successfully denied by any representativebody, or by any other power, the rights

and the liberties of the people are in the hands
and at the mercy of that power. The Governmentof the United States, inaugurated
upon the principles of the Revolution of 1776,
recognised the sovereignty of the States, and
the sovereign right of the people of the States
to frame and adopt their forms of government,
and to make and to adopt their constitutions.
It is a constitutional right of the people of a

State, essential to its equality as one of the
States of the Union, ana necessary to the republicancharacter of its constitution.a right
never before denied or questioned. If those 4
who now, in tiro case of the people of Kansas, a

deny this right, had before the day of election g
in November, IdoG, only whispered their de- v

sign to subvert this sovereign right of the peo- t
pie, the Administration which is now pressing p
upon Congress the proposition to subvert the 8

rights of the people of Kansas, would never 8

have come into power to make such a question. '
No State has ever been brought iuto the Union a

where it was denied, questioned, or doubted, P
that the people of the State to be admitted ap- e

proved their constitution. The enabling acts, o

the forms of law, and the modes of proceeding ti
on the part of the people, preparatory to their ti
admission as States into the Union, have wide- T

ly varied. I do not know that they have been 0

exactly alike in the cases of any two States. r

But observance of the vital principle that all ri

just government derives it authority from the a

consent of the governed, has been the one es- g
sential thing required in all. Are the Presi- a

dent and Congress prepared to go back to the
reign of the Georges in England, and assume r'

the prerogatives of the Crown and the unliin- J
ited power of Parliament? And are they tl
ready to renew in this country the controver- *1
sies of those days between the prerogative 8

and power of the eentral Government, and the F
constitutional power and political rights of the' f
people.questions supposed to have been for- e

ever settled in America by the success of the a

Revolution, and the adoption of the Constitu- tl
tion of the United States? Whatever the
President may be willing to do, is Congress {?
prepared to deny the absolute and sovereign h
right of the people of a new State to form and "
adopt their own constitution ? And is Con- r'

gress prepared to assume the sovereign power f
to impose a constitution upon the people of a >'

new State ? Congress has the power to admit *
new States into the Union, but it has not the b
constitutional power to make a constitution for
a State, or to adopt one made by others, and ti
impose it upon the people of a State. i<
The President possesses no such constitu- tl

tional power, and cannot l>e invested with such a

authority by an act of Congress. The Presi- fi
dent who recommends such a measure to Con- a

gress, and proposes to enforce such an act upon p
the unwilling people of a State, is false to the r

high trust reposed in him by the people of all t<
»v.. .k. TT_: T. i
mc oun.uo iu iue cinuu. xl 1» a suuvursion 01 ti

the rights of the States. It is consolidation, u
When the Federal Government shall exercise i<
the power to impose a constitution upon the tl
people of a State, who shall say what limita- p
tions to its power remain; what shall stay its 1
arbitrary will; and how and where .shall its J
tyranny be arrested? But, Mr. President, p
monstrous and utterly indefensible as the prop- tl
osition to bring Kansas into the Union under a
the Lecompton constitution stands upon the w
case as made by the majority of the committee, n

dark colors are yet to be added to the true si

picture of violence to the constitutional prin- I
ciplcs of republican government, and of out- o:

rage against the rights of the people of Kansas, o;

The report of the majority of the committee ^
does not state the facts of the case correctly. *c
The assumption that the first Territorial Legisla- 01

ture of Kansas was fairly elected, and valid in P'
law, is contradicted by record evidence. The a<

assumption that the Lecompton convention ^
was fairly elected by the people of Kansas, is ^
contradicted by evidence that can be neither S1
contradicted nor controverted. Upon these "

two assumptions, the majority of the committee
maintain the sovereignty of a convention, and ^

deny the sovereignty of the people.
The history of Kansas, from the beginning P1

to the end of it, is one of fraud and violence, "

of wrong and outrage. Although the majority
here have refused to authorize any inquiry or K
investigation that would bring the facts otii- tl
r»iollv liofnrr* Xanatf* vot 'tn> nnt/irimiu J
to the whole country, aud they cannot be ex- m

eluded from our sight The act of Congress jo
that organized the Territory repealed the eighth bi
section of the act for the admission of Missouri si

into the Union, commonly called the Missouri p<
compromise law.a law which excluded slavery ss

from the Territory of Kansas. This was a ki
breach of that faith and honor among men, tj
which statutes can neither create nor destroy; ci

a breach of that faith and honor between com- ti
munities, which is their only strong bond of o!
peace and friendship. Successive statutes are F
monuments that mark the existence and decay c<

of faith and honor in the men who make them, di
and in the nations which accept them. I
Under a charter for a Territorial Government, o!

instituted by such a statute, the President ap- s<

pointed a Governor, Secretary, judges, mar- ol
shals, and other officers, and the day was ap- ol

Eointed for an election of members of a Legis- si
iture by the people, which would complete the c<

organization of their Territorial Government c<

As the time for the election of members of the n;

Legislature approached, four thousand nine n

hundred armed men, not residing in Kansas, vi
organized for that purpose by secret lodges in -ft
the State of Missouri, passed over from that b
State into the Territorv of Knnans nnrl nn the tl

day fixed for the election of the first Territorial n

Legislature, seized, by fbrce, the control at -A
most of the precincts in the Territory, dis- ol

placed by violence the judges of the election, ft
took possession of the ballot-boxes, and ex- ti
cludiog the citizens residing in Kansas from tf
the polls, proceeded to stuff the ballot-boxes,
and in that way to designate and appoint per- tc
sons to be legislators for Kansas. Incontro- gi
rertible evidence of these facts stands of record T
in the proceedings of the House of Represent- ai

atives of the last Congress. tl
The invasion from Missouri was successful v<

and complete, and the invaders, having accom- p;
plished their purpose, returned in organized ol
hands to Missouri. The persons thus created ci
legislators for Kansas, assembled, organized, <*

and, assuming to be the Legislature, proceeded tl
to pass laws for the government of the Ter- a

ritory, and to levy taxes upon the people, a

Their enactments were arbitrary and oppres- a|
sive, designed to drive the people from the tl

t i 1 1 x1 .1

settlements iney iuki maue, aiiu couipei mem u

to abandon the Territory. The people of T
Kansas denied the authority of this Legisla- p
tife. In an evil hour, the President of the h
United States recognised this usurpation as the a
Government of Kansas, and large bodies of I
Federal troops hare been stationed in the Ter- s

ritory to overawe the people by their presence n
and to enforce the authority thus nefariously u

imposed upon them. yThe call for the Lecompton convention was J
made by this usurpation, and upon its sub- o
mission to the people less than twenty-three fl
handred persons responded. The large major- d
hy of the people denied its authority and re- c
fused to vote on the call for the convention, or r
at the subsequent election for delegates. Suf- i
Hcient reasons existed for their refusal to vote; h
they would not acknowledge the authority of i.
the usurpation. For the election of delegates, i
an act for the registry of voters had been s
passed, and the people in many of the counties t
were disfranchised by the omission on the part t
of the registry officers to register the voters, i
In these counties, no places were appointed for t
holding the elections, and none could be held, <j
and no delegates could be elected. In the y

counties where registries were made, they t
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fere partial, omitting large numbers of the
unified voters. The people of the Territoryeasouably apprehended that, without regard
3 the number of rote* which might be deositedin the ballot-boxes by the electors, the
nspectors and returning officers of the election
rould, by falsa certificates, return, as elected,
aen for their own purposes, and not the menrho would receive the votes of the electors.
The origin and proceedings of thp Territorial

.uthorities fully justified this apprehension,it the election under their authority in Ocoberlast, to continue thy Missouri usurpation,n the election of a new legislature, althoughhe original invaders did not reappear, sixteenmndred spurious and fictitious votes were re- ,lirnMi Hw tlm . -r '
. "J ^ inpccivm oi election upon till solertilicates, from a single poll, the Oxford pre'inct,in Johnson county. Oti$ of the officers>f the election at the Oxford precinct.therery man, it is said, who manufactured the&lse certificate returning the Sixteen hundredraudulent votes.was one of the secretaries>f the Lccompton convention. One thousandraudulent votes at the sgiue election were returnedfrom McGee countv, more or less

rom various precincts, sufficie it to decide the t'lections without regard to tie votes of theilectors. The returns of the yiection were in
accordance with the wishes of ,he usurpation,ind not in accordance with t» p votes of thedectors. President Buchanan, with the con:urrenceof his Cabinet, in t|» "eir official inductionsto Governor Walku®^ gave express>nd positive assurances to the people of Kausas,hat the constitution, preparatory to their besominga State, should be submitted to a fair
rote of the people, to be' adopted or rejected>y them.
Governor Walker, in his official communicaiousto the people, repeate-d and affirmed these

ssur&nces. The candidates proposed for dele-
;ates to the Lccoinptiou convention.afterwardsreturned as delegates.before the elec- j
ion voluntarily pledged themselves to the
ublic, verbally and in writing, that the eontitutionthe convention plight frame for lianasshould be submitted to a vote of the people,'he Governor of the Territory, invested with
ulhority by the President of the United States,roclaiined to the people of Kansas, that, at an
lection, to be held with security against fraud
r violence at the polls, and against false ceriticalcsby the returning officers, a lair opporunityshould be afforded, to all the qualified
oters to vote; and that a tnajAity of the votes
f the people should determine .ftie adoption or
ejection of the constitution; that his official
eportsto the President and Congress, and his
ction for or against the constitution, should lx)
overned by the vote of the majority at such
n election. Governor W!Uk<_r adhered to his
eclarations; he rejected the ftilsc certificates
eturning the spurious and fictitious votes in
ohnson and McGec counties for members of
in T nnioletiicn 11 4

i.v auu pciSMnvCU in IT*JUirin^ lll.'ll
tie constitution of the Lecoiupton convention
hould be submitted to a vote of the people,
or this he fell under the displeasure of the
'resident, and repaired to Washington to make
xplanations and represent the condition of
flairs in the Territory. He failed to satisfylie President and his Cibinef, or to induce
Hem to fulfil the assurai ces which had been
iven to the people of Kat sas, that they should
ave an opportunity to vo a on the adoption of
aeir State constitution, Governor Walker is
eported to have said thrt lie went with the
Ldministration to the gate i of the penitentiary,
i this business, and he yrould go no further,
lo had left the Territorj ; he declined to reurnto it, and resigned h s commission.
Secretary Stanton, wht went to the Terrioryby the appointment a d us a friend of PresientBuchanan, became acting Governor byhe resignation of Gove^ior Walker. Upon

ssuming the executive p* wer, Mr. Stanton reusedto sustain the frauds by which the usurptiondesigned to perpet« ate its power, and
ersisted, as Governor V alker had done, in
equiring that the constitt tion of the Lecomp»nconvention should be mhmittcd, for adopionor rejection, to a vote ~A the people; whercpon,he was summarily removed by the Preslent,and General Denvy, a bureau oflicer of
lie Administration in Washington, was ap-
ouitert, first Secretary, and then Governor,
t is this last Governor of Kansas, General
lenver, who has certified the votes of the
eople of Kansas at the electioh authorized by
be law of their new Territor'al Legislature,
nd held on the 4th day of January last, in
hich the vote of the people nearly unaniious,and the majority more han ten thouindagainst the Lecompton constitution. The
.ecompton constitution is not the constitution
f the people of Kansas. It it^an instrument
f the Lecompton convention yid the Federal
idministration, and is stained with false predictsand fraud from the beginning to the
ad. To impose this instrument upon the
eople of Kansas as llieir constitution, by an
ct of Congress, would outrage justice and
uth. It would be a violation of the Federal
onstitution, by the exercise of power neither
ranted to the Federal Government nor relotelyhinted at in the Constitution. It would
e an act of tyranny. It is a mockery of
late sovereignty, in the report of the majorityr the Committee on Territories, to call the
roposition they make to the Senate an act for
te admission of the State of Kansas.
The question is not that of the adiniMiou of
ans&s; an act of admission implies at the least
ic concurrence of the party to be admitted,
he proposition before the Senate, whatever
lay be the name and style given by the marityof the Committo on Territories to their
ill, is no question of the udvtianion of Kanis.It is the monstrous proposition to iinuseupon the people of the Territory of Ranisa constitution and form of government
nown to be obnoxious to a very large majorirof that people, acjompanied by every indiitionon the part of the Federal Adniinistraonof a disposition to compel the submission
f the people of the State by the power of the
uderal Government. To call such attempted
Hjrcion an admission ofthe State ofRansas, is to
I'ridothesovereig^y of the people of the State,
repeat, this is no question of the admission

f a State. It is one of a series of acts in the
;hcme conceived by the nullificrs who have
Litained thorough control of the organization
f the Democratic party, to change the conitutionof the United States by the judicial
MMtruction and decisions of the Federal
uurts, and to subvert our free form of govern-
tent Whether a settled plan and a combiationexist to provoke disturbances with a

J! | .4.1 4l. TT 1 al Ml
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illy disclose. There should be bo fear of the
ill development of any such scheme, no mat:rby whom the idea may be entertained, and
o matter who may be concerned in it. The
merican citizen who would fear it has little
f the spirit which animated the men who
>ught the battles of the Revolution, and esiblishedthe independence, the liberties, and
ie union of our common country.
The wild schemes of men long accustomed
wield the power of a disciplined party ormuzationare not always guided by reason,

o inquire into thte desperate conceits of mad
mbition, and to direct the public attention to
lem, is to dissipate them. The Hartford oonention,held under the auspices of the Federal
arty, was suspected of entertaining the idea
f dissolving the Union in certain contingenes.This suspicion, whether well or ill foundi,excited the jealousy of all the friends of
lis country. It exasperated the prejudicesnd hostility of the Republicans of that day,nd completed the full weight of accusation
gainst the Federal party, alnudy loaded with
ie alien law, the sedition aotf the stamp art,
ie midnight judges, and the- standing annv.
he power of that once proud and patriotic
arty, which, at an early day, had borne the
eat and bnrden of the political contest that
dopted the Constitution and established the
Jnion of the States, pave way, and was detroyedforever. The word "Federal," as the
ame of a party, became so odjons in the pop-
lar ear, that no party, for a great many
ears, has claimed or would accept it The
«ashville convention, held under the auspices
f the democratic party, at a more recent day,
launted its proclamations and purposes of a

lissolution of the Union; hut the Nashville
onvention was believed to be a humbug. I
emember to have heard a distinguished citi;enof Tennessee, at the time, apeak of that
>ody. He said that but very few of the citiensof Tennessee had anything to do with it:
ts members were mostly from a distance, and
trangers in that State; "and," said he, "if
he convention should do any act by which
he people of Tennessee should come to believe
t menaced tlie safety of the Union, it would
»ecome so weak that its members could lie
Lriven out of the city of Nashville bv the
romen of that town, with no other weapons
han their broomsticks." This convention, alf
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though held only eight years ago, ha.-;lodgment la the mdmory of the country thvthe Hartford convention, which was held n,, rthan forty years ago. All remember the abortivetreason of Burr: and the movements fanullification in South Carolina, in 1832. dispated by the pen of General Jackson, whoproclamationat the time invoked a demonstr*.tion of devotion to the Union from the peorof every one of the United States.Recollections of the conventions at Hartfordand at Nashville remind us that the idea ofdissolving the Union has been imputed to soi:and entertained by others in this count) v (have never believed that the people of a vState of the Union favored it; although it habecome too common to talk of it in the 1L ,of Congress, and to pass resolutions on thatsubject iu party conventions and State Legluturoc

For the purpose of extending slavery ir.;Kansas, a great wrong has been committ.against the principles of republican gover:merit, and against the rights of the peoplethat Territory. Let the Federal Govtrnuitntretrace its steps; restore the AdminLtratto the principles and practices of Wa.>hiugtand Jetferson; abandon the ^.ecnmpton eostitution; withdraw the troops from Kansapermit the people to make a constitution forthemselves; admit the State into the Union
every other State has been admitted, in tconstitutional manner in which her people csire to come, and the wrong which has bundone, great as it is, may be forgiven. TL
country would be at peace; and, in r.joicit..overthe return of the Government to rea-tmight forget the past.Persist in accomplishing the object for wh
go much has been ventured by the present .\ministration and the one whjcli last preccuit.attempt to force the Lecompton constittion upon the people of Kansas by the authority of an act of Uongress and the powerthe Federal army.nud you will have insubordination, resistance, blood-died, civil warThe people ol Kansas will never consent thave slavery established among them; tin ywill never accept the Lecompton con^titun
they have already rejected it. In such uu
of blood between the Federal army a;,d th>
people of Kansas, the Government will
tfrong, and the people of Kansas will V ri_r
vv ill ttie people of the States remain specuuof the conflict? They will not. The pe >pitKansas are the countrymen and the kindrulr;
the people of the States. Your law openii Kthe Territory for settlement invited them m _

there. Let the Federal army spill American
blood in Kansas, and you kindle a tire whic!
the Federal Government and its arim cann-.
extinguish.
Who, Mr. President, is responsible for t

long series of wrongs out of which th»>
troubles come? And who can be held account
able to the country for the pernicious acts
curring during so large a space of time, tht
formed in so many places, and participated in
by so many and various persons, for two su.
cessive administrations of the Government

Plan, system, design, moving nod direct
the action of all the varied agencies to a con
raon end and object, are now plainly visit>!
from the act repealing the Missouri coinj r
mise to the bill before us, which propo-s.- i»
impose the slave constitution of the Lecoiu;
ton convention upon the people of Kansas.
The act of Congress that repealed the 1!

souri compromise; the course of President
Pierce, stimulated to he a candidate for rvnon,
nation, and persuaded to rely upon the and.
of this scheme for his success; the institut
of the blue lodgas in the State of Missnur
the resignation of otlico hv the President
this Senate, who went straight from the Capi:in Washington to organize in those lodges,
the borders of Missouri, the armed invasion f
Kansas; the march from that State of forn
nine hundred armed men, not residents
Kansas, organized in companies and deta
meats, to the places for holding the electi

inthat Territory; their seizure of the polls u

the day of the election, and their appointiuiM
of legislators for Kansas by force and usurpation;the rerognitior of that usurpation asth.
Government of Kansas by the ndmini-trah
of General Pierce; the odious and oppresses
laws they enacted; the indictments for ti»a-
against the usurpation in the Federal courts u!
the Territory, whicli were never tried; tintotalprostration of the rights of franchise in
elections; the repeated removal of Governor
who refused or failed to sustain the prooec.
ings of the usurpers : the decision of the >uprcmeCourt of the United States in the «a
ot Ural Scott; the Lccompton convention
its constitution, with the faithless assurat: >

to the people of Kansas that the constitut n

for their State should be submitted to C'tr
vote for adoption or rejection; the <|tiarfc'1";'
large bodies of Federal troops in Kansis; the
election of State officers ordered hv he I.
coinpton convention, appointing the^resiii. at
of the convention f.VIr. Calhoun) so',* jwL-- t
the elections; the false ami fraudulent rctiir

ofvotes at that election, now a»d for nearly
three months in the possession of Mr.
houn, and his refusal to decide" ho were h
until Congress shall have acted on the com1
Lution; and the bill nowhere to impose i

Lecoinpton constitution upon the people
Kansas.are all parts continued plan ai

design. Those who have performed tin' vai

parts are responsive and accountable in th
several degrees fcr what they have done;
they have be^n mere agencies of th 3 p ^ ;

that controlled and directed their action. :. »

power is the national organization of tin I1
ocrutic party, and it is responsible f ' ,l

long series of outrage, and for the great w

which the hill before us proposes to com"
mate. The organization of the Dene
party has fallen irretrievably under the contr
o( nullifiers and slave propagandists, many
whom, in all the States, but especially in t i

dave States, were, until very reci ntly, ''

open enemies of the Democratic party, vir
lent denouncers of General Jackson and the
measures of his administration ; men wii ha'
not now, and never did have, a drop of P
cratic blood in their veins. The organizati
of the Democratic party, controlled by 1

counsels of such advisers, has abandoned
principles and its trust. Public meetings a

conventions of veteran Democrats remnnstnm
in vain. Why is there any apprehension tic
the Lecoinpton constitution will be adopted
Congress, and the attempt be made to for t

upon the people of Kansas? Many of th<<
Democratic members of tlie Senate and H
of Representatives abhor the Lecoinpton constitutionand detest its frauds.

Is there a man in or out of Congress u

doubts for a moment that the Lecoinpton
stitution would be rejected bv Congress, if r
l>emocratic party did not demand its adopt:
The severest discipline of party, the most indecentdispensation of executive patM
are made use of to influence the action ai i
control the independence of Coujiress.

In this dark hour, when the Republic
danger, I hail the coming day of cmancii
from servile obedience to party, hem ded 1

this Chamber by the independence rI

tinguished and fearless Senators on the D<
cratic side of the Senate, from Illinois, fn
Michigan, and from California, upon wh<limbsthe bands of the Democratic party 1

would bind them to Lccompton are like t

green withes of Delilah upon the Hmhs of t'

unshorn Samson. I hail, too, the hosis
thoasands and tens of thousands of h
Democrats, who, all over the country, at

moment are renouncing the long-cherc
party name of Democrat, bccauso it has
come tainted with treason to the rights of t

people, and are rallying under anti-Fa '!
banners, to resist the Administrate :i

faithless organization of the Democrats* I
Let us all be anti-L. oompton men; let I
U Republicans; let us fraternise and I
come tne enemies of public Hberty. I
The Whig party in gone forever, because.

the hour of its responsibility, it faib '1 i>

courage and firmness required for the I
trust committed to its chirge. I
Noble as have been the achievements ^ I

Democratic party while it adhered to its |»t I
ciples, when it has become faithless i! I
rights and liberties of the poop!., its I
tion must be dissolved.
The honest Democracy of the OOW I

real Democracy.buried deep the Mtme I
Federal party. They will consign (be I
party name of Democrat to the same graVt

andthey will make the grave deep *

large enough to hold all the treason tliat «brr I
show itself within the boundaries of I
Union. I

thkks and plants. i
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